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21st May 2018

Dates for the diary

21st - 25th May: Science Week
22nd May: Y2 trip to Greenwich
Planetarium
23rd May: Reception trip to Hilly
Fields
23rd May: Family Science workshop 6pm
24th May: Y6 Black History local
walking tour
25th May: 2.30pm: Y6 Science
showcase (all parents welcome!)
5th and 6th June: School Photographs
7th June: Y6 to Lewisham College
production
11th June: Y3 trip to Kew Gardens
15th June: KS2 Sports Day
Saturday 16th June: Summer Fair
22nd June: KS1 Sports Afternoon
29th June: EYFS Sports Afternoon
29th June: Y1 to Maritime Museum
5th July: Parent-Teacher meetings 3.50
- 6pm
10th July: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 7.30pm
17th July: Y6 Production - 7pm
20th July: Last day of term and Y6
leavers’ open morning and assembly from 9am
INSET Days - 3rd and 4th Sept
5th Sept: Children return to school

Attendance

Our whole school attendance (excluding nursery) has risen again over
the last two weeks to a very good 96.59%. Our whole school target this
year is 96% so this is a very encouraging [igure. Thanks for your
ongoing support. Let’s keep it up until the end of this term!
Remember: every day counts!
The class attendance [igures for last week were:
Year 2: 98.15%
Year 5J: 98.15%
Year 3: 98%
Year 5O: 97.22%
Reception 1: 96.36%
Reception 2: 96.17
Year 4: 96.17%
Year 6: 95.05%
Year 1: 94.06%
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Behaviour focus

On our recent INSET day we had some training
from Pivotal Education based on the book,
‘When the adults change, everything changes’.
This was a chance to re[lect on our school
behaviour policies and expectations of
everyone at Ashmead.
One of our recent changes was to slim down our
rules/expectations to just three:
•Be Ready
•Be Respectful
•Be Safe
You will see these on our updated home-school
agreement that we have asked you to sign and return. Please do talk to
your child about these expectations.
We are also trialling some new ‘keystone routines’ - you might have
noticed some teachers greeting the children at the door with a
handshake? Our whole school keystone routine that we are working on
is how the children move into, out of and through the school building.
This can be really strong and we are working on an approach of ‘[irst
attention to good conduct’ to notice all the many children making the
right behaviour choices. We would love your support to help your
child’s transitions be as positive as possible - thank you!

Safeguarding
To safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure

You have probably heard about the changes around
data protection as part of the new GDPR
regulations. Your child should recently have
brought home a revised copy of our home-school agreement that needs
to be signed and dated to say you are happy (or not) for your child’s
image to be used on the website (e.g. as part of a blog post showing the
children’s learning). Just a reminder that, as part of our safeguarding
measures, we never use names next to photos online.
Please return the signed home-school agreement by this Friday.
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Our current value
We are currently looking at the value of Integrity.

Rachel Snow – Special Educational Needs (SEN) Link Governor
We are lucky at Ashmead to have David and Joy dedicated full-time to support our
children. I was recently reminded just how much our school prioritises this investment
when talking to governors from other London primaries. Not one school focused on
inclusion in quite the way we do.
I recently met with David to discuss the team’s work in more detail. We started with attendance. Since
September there was been weekly analysis, which has helped to spot potential problems much earlier. This has
resulted in improvements across the school and while there is still work to do, it’s great to know we are getting
better.
David then explained that a lot of work was being done to map what inclusion support each child needs. In the
past, this had been done by class teachers in variety of formats. We are now developing consistent ‘provision
maps’ across the school. These maps will cover attainment and progress, and will also set learning goals for
children. The aim is to be truly inclusive, covering not only SEN children, but any vulnerable children in terms of
resilience, or other issues. Provision maps will be used as the basis for termly reviews – and because every
teacher is using the same system - it will really help with the handover at the end of the academic year.
There’s far more going on than I can cover in a few hundred words, but on behalf of the governing body, I’d like
to thank David, Joy and all the staff at Ashmead for the extensive pastoral care they provide for our children.

!

News from Nursery and Reception
Another busy couple of week have passed in EYFS and we are now racing towards the second half of the
summer term! It is such a pleasure to see these children so con[ident in their setting and so ready to start the
transition towards Reception and Year 1. This week is science week and EYFS are focussing on developing a
deeper understanding the world, speci[ically talking about the features of our immediate environment and how
environments might vary from one another. Reception will be investigating and comparing micro habitats on
their trip to Hilly Fields whilst Nursery will be building on a developing passion for mini beasts by creating a
wormery for our outdoor classroom and adding to their ‘science investigation tray’ with some experiments
involving eggs!
Josie Hall

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3
The end of the term is nearly upon us but we're not
slowing down! Y2 have another trip this Tuesday to
the Planetarium to continue their explorers topic,
Y1 are learning different versions of the traditional
tale, 'Jack and the Beanstalk' and Y3 are writing
non-chronological reports about fantasy creatures.
Y2 have also been working really hard doing SATs
activities. This week all classes will be visiting
Forest School as part of Science week in addition to
our current Science topics, Growing Plants in Y1,
Health and Growth in Y2 and Forces and Magnets in
Y3. Keep an eye on the blog for our observations
and investigations! Have a wonderful half term
break.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6
It's been another excellent two weeks of learning in Key
Stage 2 at Ashmead. Year 4 have continued their learning
on Extreme Weather and have been designing and
creating their now 3D volcanoes. As part of science week
this week, the children will be using chemistry to
replicate volcanic eruptions. The children in Year 5 really
enjoyed a trip to Deptford Creek as they continue their
learning about how water in[luences the essentials of
everyday life. In Year 6, we could not be more proud of all
of our staff and children. The way in which the children
tackled last week’s Key Stage 2 assessments was a true
testament to their character. We hope they all feel as truly
proud of themselves as they deserve to!
Andy McPartland

Inclusion News
Over the last two weeks, amongst other things, we have been busy
supporting the Y6 team with preparing for SATS week last week. The
Year 6 team, Jack, Leo and Rachel have been tirelessly working
throughout the year to prepare the children for their exams and it was a joy to watch how excited, focused and
ready the Year 6 children felt to do their best last week. As always if you have anything inclusion related that you
would like to discuss with me, then please do get in touch by emailing me at
d[ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or by phone at 020 8692 6081. Alternatively, you can catch me in the
playground before or after school.
David Fielding - Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion
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