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2018 THE ANCIENT GREEKS Summer 

one 
Who were the 

ancient Greeks? 

About 2,500 years ago, Greece was one of the 
most important places in the ancient world. 
The Greeks were great thinkers, warriors, 
writers, actors, athletes, artists, architects and 
politicians. The name ‘Greeks’ was given to the 
people of Greece later by the Romans. They 
lived in mainland Greece and the Greek 
islands, but also in colonies scattered around 
the Mediterranean Sea. There were Greeks in 
Italy, Sicily, Turkey, North Africa, and as far 
west as France. 

HOW WAS ANCIENT 

GREECE RULED? 

There was never one country called ‘ancient 
Greece’. Instead, Greece was divided up into 
small 'city-states’, like Athens, Sparta, Corinth 
and Olympia. Each city-state ruled itself. They 
had their own governments, laws and army. 
So, ancient Greeks living in Sparta considered 
themselves Spartan first, and Greek second. 
Famously, the city-states didn’t get on very 
well and often fought each another. However, 
sometimes they joined together to fight against 
a bigger enemy, like the Persian Empire. 
 

THE OLYMPICS 

The Greeks loved sport and the Olympic 
Games were the biggest sporting event in the 
ancient calendar. The Olympic Games began 
over 2,700 years ago in Olympia, in southwest 
Greece. Every four years, around 50,000 
people came from all over the Greek world to 
watch and take part. The ancient games were 
also a religious festival, held in honour of 
Zeus, the king of the gods. There were no 
gold, silver and bronze medals. Winners were 
given a wreath of leaves and a hero's welcome 
back home. Athletes competed for the glory of 
their city and winners were seen as being 
touched by the gods. 

GREEK TEMPLES 

The Greeks built temples to their gods and 
goddesses. Some temples were small, while 
others were very grand and beautiful with 
amazing decorations. Every city in Greece had 
a 'patron' god or goddess. People believed 
patron gods protected them from harm. When 
people needed help from the gods, they went 
to the temple to pray. They might go if they 
were feeling sick, going on a journey or 
worried about the harvest on the farm. The 
most famous temple in Greece was the 
Parthenon in Athens. Inside stood a giant 
statue of Athena, the patron goddess of the 
city. 

Where does ANCIENT GREECE fit on our class timeline? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  



 Gods and Goddesses  

Aphrodite Athena Hades Hera Hermes Poseidon Zeus 
Aphrodite was the 
most beautiful 
goddess. She had a 
magical golden belt 
that made people fall 
in love with her. 
Aphrodite's sacred 
animals were the 
dove and swan. She 
was one of Zeus's 
children and was 
married to 
Herphaestus, the god 
of blacksmiths.	 
 

Athena was the 
goddess of wisdom 
and war. 
The people of Athens 
named their city after 
her and a huge statue 
of Athena once stood 
inside the Parthenon. 
 

Hades did not live on 
Mount Olympus with 
the other gods. He 
ruled the kingdom of 
the dead, known as 
the Underworld. 
People made 
sacrifices to him if 
they wanted 
something terrible to 
happen to their 
enemy. His brothers 
were Zeus	and 
Poseidon. 
 

Hera was the queen 
of the gods and the 
protector of women. 
Her husband Zeus 
ruled the earth and 
sky. She was the 
mother of the war 
god Ares and the 
forge god 
Hephaestus.  
 

Hermes was 
considered a trickster 
due to his cunning 
and clever 
personality. He 
primary served as the 
herald or messenger 
of the gods. His 
father was Zeus, the 
king of the gods. His 
mother was a young 
goddess named 
Maia.  

Poseidon was the god 
of the sea. 
He was known for 
carrying a trident, a 
large three-pronged 
fork, and could send 
storms and 
earthquakes to shake 
the land. His brothers 
were Zeus and Hades. 
 

Zeus was the king of 
the gods. He threw 
thunderbolts to 
punish anyone who 
disobeyed him. Zeus 
had many children, 
including Apollo, 
Artemis, Athena, 
Aphrodite and Ares. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key VOCAB BINGO 
How many of these key words and significant people and places will you know by the end of the topic? 

Useful links and websites 
 

(Some information on this page has 
been taken from the sources below) 

 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/greece/10-
facts-about-the-ancient-greeks/#!/register 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/greece/general.htm 
http://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-greece.html 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zxytpv4 
http://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-greek-gods.html 
https://greekgodsandgoddesses.net/olympians/ 
 
* all dates approximate 

democracy 
Hellenistic 

period 
civilisation 

Alexander the 
Great 

Archimedes 
philosopher / 
philosophy 

Athens Socrates 

polis Sparta Aesop Archaic period 

 


