
Year 6 Knowledge Organiser :  Everyday Heroes  
Key concept :  

 
Slavery in the USA was abolished in 1865, but black 
Americans did not have equality. Many people came 
together to protest and ask for everyone to be treated 
equally. This was called the civil rights movement and 
it gave black Americans legal equality.  

Key Dates :  
 

1865: Slavery abolished in the USA 
1948 - President Harry S. Truman ends segregation in the 
U.S. armed forces. 
1954: The Supreme Court decided that segregation in 
schools was illegal. 
1955: Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat to a 
white person, inspiring the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
1957: nine black students, with military protection, went 
to a white school in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
1963: after campaigns of restaurant sit-ins, Freedom 
Rides began on interstate buses. 
Civil rights marches a quarter of a million people 
marched to the Lincoln Memorial to hear King's 'I have a 
dream' speech. 
1968: Marchers in Selma, Alabama are met by police 
with tear gas and dogs. Many are injured and the day is 
nicknamed ‘Bloody Sunday’. 
 
Key Laws 
 
1964: The Civil Rights Act (1964) outlawed segregation 
in schools, public places or jobs. 
1965: The Voting Rights Act gave all black people the 
vote. 
1968: The Fair Housing Act banned discrimination in 
housing. 

Key Vocabulary: 

Confederacy:  an unrecognised country in North America 
formed by 7 slave holding states. 

Union:  the Northern states during the Civil War 

S lavery:  the system of owning slaves who were forced to 
work for free. 

Protes t :  when people gather to object to something. 

‘J im Crow’ Laws:  laws that discriminated against black 
people in the South. 
S i t - in :  a type of protest involving refusing to move seats in a 
segregated area. 
Segregat ion:  a system of separating white and black 
people in a community. 

 
Civ i l  R ights :  the rights of citizens to be equal. 

Bigotry :  intolerance towards people who are different. 

Key People and Groups :  
 

Mart in Luther King:  Leader of the civil rights movement 
from 1954 through to 1968. 
 

Malco lm X: Human rights activist who was accused of 
preaching racism and violence. 
 

Rosa Parks :  ‘The first lady of civil rights’ who famously 
refused to obey orders from a bus driver about where to sit.  
 

NAACP: the National Association for the Advancement of 
Coloured People. 

Key Quest ions :  Was the civil rights movement a success? How has the position of black people in society 
changed since the civil rights movement? Why was a civil rights movement needed in a country that declared 
everybody as equal in their constitution in the 18th century? 
 


