http://ashmeadprimary.wordpress.com

5th February 2018

Dates for the diary

6th Feb: Y6 trip to Churchill War
Rooms
7th Feb: 9am: Reception 1 Parent Cafe
- Maths through play
8th Feb: 9am: E-safety parents
workshop
7th - 9th Feb: Y4 School Journey
12th - 16th Feb
Half term break
19th Feb: 8.30 - 9.00: Y4 Books for
Breakfast - parents and children
20th Feb: 8.30 - 9.00: Y2 and Y3 Books
for Breakfast - parents and children
21st Feb: 8.30 - 9.00: Y5 Books for
Breakfast - parents and children
22nd Feb: 8.30 - 9.00: Y1 and Y6
Books for Breakfast - parents and
children

Attendance

Our attendance Yigures for the last two weeks have dropped a little and
our whole school attendance (excluding nursery) for this period was
94.48%. We have just one week left of this half term and then we are at
the mid point of the school year so remember: every day counts!
The class attendance Yigures for last week were:
Year 5J: 97.33%
Year 2: 96.17%
Year 4: 96.03%
Year 6: 94.64%
Reception 2: 93.62%
Reception 1: 93.39%
Year 5O: 93.17%
Year 1: 93%
Year 3: 93%

Dogs in school

A number of parents have commented that there are an
increasing number of dogs on the school premises at
the beginning and end of the day. Some parents and
children are quite wary of dogs and some of our
children have allergies to animals so please do take this
into consideration. Ideally dogs should not be brought
into the school grounds. If you must bring your dog, then
it should be carried. Tying up a dog outside the school can bring with it
its own complications as they will often bark and/or be uncomfortable
if they are away from their owner and there are other dogs present.
Where possible, do please leave your dog at home!
Thanks for your understanding.

23rd Feb: 8.30 - 9.00: Reception Books
Michael Rosen visit
for Breakfast - parents and children
We are very excited to announce that Michael Rosen
23rd Feb: Book week dressing up day
1st March: World Book Day - Michael
Rosen visiting!
2nd March: London Fire Brigade
visiting Y2 and Y5
5th March: ‘The Strings Club’ music
assembly (children only)
7th and 9th March: Y5 visiting The
Ragged Museum
29th March: Last day of Spring term
30th March - 13th April
Easter break

will be visiting Ashmead on World Book Day to talk to
the children, share some of his stories and also to sign
books at the end of the day. Books will be on sale after
school from 3.30 - 4.00pm. See you there!

!

Safeguarding
To safeguard - to protect from harm
or damage with an appropriate
measure

Internet safety: Tomorrow
(Tuesday 6th February) Safer
Internet Day will be celebrated globally with the slogan “Create,
Connect and Share Respect: A better internet starts with you”. We will
be doing work in school this week about how to stay safe and be
respectful online so this might be something you
want to reiterate at home too. We are running a
Parent Workshop this Thursday (8th February at
9am) to include some top tips about how to
support your child to keep safe online. It would be
great to see lots of you here! Thanks for your
ongoing support.
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Our current value
We are currently looking at the value of Responsibility and linking this to our behaviour expectations.

Governor news from our new support staff governor: Joy Valizadeh

As the newest member of Governors I felt very anxious about attending my Yirst
meeting, wondering if I would be out of my depth. However, I found most of it
pretty self explanatory. I thought the way the policy documents were split into
sections for us to look at in small groups allowed me to settle in and the group’s
insight gave me a better understanding of the texts' meaning. I’ve often wondered how, why and who
were making decisions and policies for schools and that was my main reason for wanting to become a
part of the governing body. What I took away from the meeting was exactly what I was hoping to Yind,
that Ashmead has a competent committee watching over it. I feel l have the children’s best interests at
heart and l hope l can bring a neutral voice to the group as well as good understanding of the day-to-day
practicalities of school life. I also see myself as a strong advocate for children’s well-being and happiness
and am looking forward to continuing my journey as a governor.
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News from Nursery and Reception
EYFS have been interested in seeds and growing ever since sharing the story 'The Enormous Turnip' a
couple of weeks ago. All the children, including our youngest Nursery children, have learned the story by
heart and some have even created their own versions! We spent some time looking closely at and
dissecting vegetables that have seeds inside and have made some amazing line drawings of them. We
have begun planting in our outside area - if you are a keen gardener or have some seeds or pots to spare
we would welcome any donations! This week Reception will be exploring Chinese New Year, creating
lanterns and perhaps having a go at some Chinese writing.
Josie Hall
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News from Y1, Y2 and Y3
Well we are nearly half way through the
school year and we are so proud of all the
children's hard work. Our topics will
continue after the upcoming half term break
so please continue to support your child in
learning some of the facts
from their Knowledge Organiser. I would also
like to take the opportunity to thank all the
adults who attended the phonics and spelling
workshops in Y2 and Y1 - it's great to be able
to share some of the teaching strategies we
use in school, for you to use at home.
Have a great week and a good half term break.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6
The children in Key Stage 2 have been working
incredibly hard as ever over the past two weeks. The
children in Year 4 have been busily preparing for their
Yirst residential trip to the Margaret McMillan centre in
Wrotham this week. The children will be away between
Wednesday and Friday and are very excited about the
activities and team games awaiting us.
The children in Year 5 have been learning about life in
Victorian Deptford and have been producing some
fantastic persuasive writing about life in a workhouse.
The children in Year 6 meanwhile are bringing their
topic of Children in War to a close this week with a visit
to the Churchill War Rooms in Central London.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion News
Over the last fortnight the school has been busy making many
referrals to our Outreach services for children across the school. This
involves liaising with and arranging for specialists in Autism, Child
Psychology and Behaviour to work alongside the school to support children with many different needs. The
Inclusion team have been working especially closely with Year 6 to assess and review children's progress in
this crucial academic year. I have also been monitoring attendance this term with a focus on ensuring
everyone understands our expectation that every child should have an attendance of 96% across the academic
year. As always if you have any queries regarding anything inclusion related then please feel free to email me
at dYielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk Alternatively you can Yind me in the playground most mornings and
afternoons.
David Fielding - Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion
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