20th November 2017
Dates for the diary

Attendance

Our attendance Vigures have dipped slightly
over the last fortnight, our whole school
attendance (excluding nursery) was 95.74%.
We are hoping these increase again before the
end of this term.

29th Nov: Y5J class assembly - 9.10am
1st Dec: Open morning for prospective
parents - 9.30am
4th Dec: Y1 singing at Blackheath
Halls - evening performance 6.30pm

!The class attendance Vigures for last week were:

6th Dec: Reception Winter Show 2.30pm.
8th Dec: Y3 trip to The Chocolate
Museum
9th Dec: Winter Fair 11am - 2pm
12th Dec: Reception trip to The
Albany
12th Dec: Y2 Christmas production 2.30pm
13th Dec: Nursery trip to The Albany
15th Dec: 9am - KS2 (Y3 - Y6)
Christmas ‘sing-a-long’ with parents
15th Dec: Christmas Jumper Day in
aid of Save the Children and last day of
Autumn term.
18th and 19th Dec - INSET days
School closed to children
20th Dec- 1st Jan (inc)
Christmas Break

!

Big Red Box charity hampers

Alongside collecting for our class
hampers for the Ashmead Christmas
fair we thought it would be a generous
and compassionate idea to make up a
class hamper for families less
fortunate than ourselves in our community this Christmas.
Ashmead are proud to be working with the community spirited
charity Big Red Box www.bigredbox.org Your child will be
bringing home a list of suggested items to donate for their class’
Big Red Box. This could be something you grab next time you are
shopping or you could involve your child/ren. It is important to
have a conversation with them about what we are doing and why;
we are also talking to them about the project in assemblies in
school. Please bring any donated items into school before
Wednesday 29th November as that is when the boxes will be
collected and then distributed to families living locally who would
beneVit. Thanks for your support!

2nd Jan: INSET day (staff only)
3rd Jan: Start of Spring term - children
back to school
7th - 9th Feb: Y4 School Journey
12th - 16th Feb
Half term break
29th March: Last day of Spring term

Year 1: 98.25%
Year 5J: 98.1%
Year 2: 97.67%
Year 5O: 96.67%
Year 3: 96.09%
Year 6: 95.9%
Reception 2: 95.71%
Year 4: 93.5%
Reception 1: 89.78%

Safeguarding
To safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure

The leaves are falling thick and fast and covering our playground
faster than we can clear them! Please do be careful when moving
around the school site before and after school. Also please do
supervise your child during these times and
remember that areas like the climbing
frame and ‘OPAL area’ are out of bounds
before school as they cannot be adequately
supervised. The cage can be used once a
member of staff is on duty there.

!

20th November 2017

Governor news
Newly elected Parent Governors
Thank you to all the parents and carers who voted in our Parent Governor election
last week. We had four strong candidates - Merion Davies, Gerri Peev, Sam Vardy
and Anna Ward - and two Parent Governor positions to Vill.
After all the votes were counted, the two parents with the most votes were Gerri Peev and Anna Ward and so
they have both been declared new Parent Governors.
We would like to thank all four candidates for putting themselves forward for this voluntary position and
congratulate Gerri and Anna on their new posts.

News from Nursery and Reception
It has been another busy couple of weeks for EYFS. In nursery the children are encouraged to tell stories
which are then scribed by the team and read out at the end of the day. This is called ‘helicopter’ story telling
and we have found that it has had a big impact on developing early language and literacy, it has certainly
sparked a passion for storytelling amongst the children and they have been busy making books and creating
stories independently - please ask a member of the team if you want to know more about it. In Reception we
are getting ready for our Christmas performance, which will be on the 6th December at 2:30pm. The story
features lots of different woodland animals so the children have been interested in learning about the
different homes and habitats of each one. Each child has been given a line to learn so please do practise this at
home in a ‘big voice’. We look forward to seeing you there!
Josie Hall

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3
The children in phase 1 have continued to
work incredibly hard and it’s great to see the
children fully engaged in this half term’s
learning. Last week, Y1 visited The Pattern
Pod at The Science Museum to continue
learning all about materials, linking with their
hibernation pods. Y2 have learnt about Guy
Fawkes Night and have created stunning
Virework poems and art and the children are
looking forward to our last celebration
starting this week – Christmas! The children
in Y3 have spent the last few weeks writing in
role as Charlie from their core text, ‘Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory’ and learning the
names of all the countries of South America in
Geography!
Emma Dodsworth

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6
It has been another busy few weeks for the children in Key
Stage 2. The Year 4 children have continued to build on
their learning of the Anglo-Saxons following their trip to
the British Museum at the start of the half term. Both Year
5 classes visited the Neasden Hindu Temple last week to
support their learning on India, which is something we are
looking forward to learning more about during the 5J class
assembly next Wednesday. Year 6 performed their
rendition of William Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's
Dream' on Friday night at the Albany Theatre, Deptford.
The entire class were absolutely magniVicent and it was a
huge testament to the team spirit in the class. It was an
absolute privilege to be in attendance. Every single
member of the class demonstrated all of our school values
and were a fantastic advertisement for our school. Well
done Year 6!
Andy McPartland

Inclusion News
Below are a number of parent workshops that are coming up at
Drumbeat School as part of their outreach service.
Drumbeat give specialist support to families who have a child on the autistic spectrum (ASD)
Parent workshops are free and are as follows:
- Supporting Eating and Drinking - Tuesday 16th January 2018 - 10am-12pm
- Supporting Social Thinking and Doing - Tuesday 6th February 2018 - 10am-12pm
- Supporting Emotional Regulation - Tuesday 13th March 2018 - 10am-12pm
- A Personal Perspective - Tuesday 27th March 2018 - 10am-12pm
If you would like to book a place to attend, please call 020 8698 9738.
I hope you will Vind something that you think will be helpful.
If you have questions about anything related to inclusion or special needs please feel free to email me
dVielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding - Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion

!

