
Y2 Autumn 2 2017                Topic: Festival and Celebrations 
What does it mean to celebrate?   Key Experience:Visit to St. John’s Church, Lewisham Mandir  

Year group: 2

Key Dates Important Stories Worship

• A Hindu festival that celebrates 
brotherhood and love.  

• The word Raksha means 
protection, whilst Bandhan is the 
verb to tie. 

• A day to remember the attempted 
assassination of King James.  

• In November 1605, the 
Gunpowder Plot took place 

• The story is remembered each 5th 
November when ‘Guys’ are 
burned in a celebration known as 
“Bonfire Night” 

• Diwali is in either October or 
November depending on the cycle 
of the moon 

• The festival lasts 5 days 
• It is a Hindu (and Sikh) 

celebration of light to remember 
the story of Rama and Sita and 
welcome Lakshmi, the goddess of 
wealth into homes 

• Christmas is an annual Christian 
holiday held on December 25th 
celebrating the birth of Jesus

The story of Rama and Sita 
• Long ago there was a warrior prince called Rama who was married to Sita and there 

was a terrible, demon king that lived nearby called Ravana with 20 arms and ten 
heads who wanted to marry Sita 

• Ravana tricked Sita by appearing as a wounded dear.  Rama followed the dear into 
the forest to help it and whilst Rama was looking for the dear, Ravana kidnapped her  

• Rama met Hanuman the monkey king and searched for Sita and found her in 
Ravana’s prison.   

• There was a huge battle between Rama and a monkey army and Ravana and his 
demons but Rama used a magic arrow to shoot and kill the demon king 

• Everybody who lived in the kingdom lit oil lamps in their windows to help guide 
Rama and Sita back home 

The Christmas story 
• Angel Gabriel told Mary that she and Joseph were going to have a special baby, it 

would be God’s own son and his name would be Jesus 
• They had to travel to Bethlehem for a census but there was no room for them at the 

inn so they stayed in a barn  
• Shepherds in a field nearby saw angels in the sky who told them Jesus had been born 
• Wise men heard the news and traveled to Bethlehem to meet the special baby and 

give him gifts of gold, frankincense (an incense) and myrrh (an oil) 

Guy Fawkes Night 
• James I was crowned King of England and many Catholics were cross and a small 

group of Catholics had an idea 
• They hid gunpowder under the Houses of Parliament but one of the men wrote a letter 

to a friend who worked in the houses of Parliament to warn him 
• The letter was found by the King’s men and they stopped the plot 
• Guy Fawkes was captured and all the plotters were hung, drawn and quartered in the 

Old Palace Yard in Westminster

Puja (Hindu worship) 
• Puja (Hindu worship) can take place at a 

Mandir (Hindu temple) or at a shrine at home 
• Hindus attend their local Mandir (temple) to 

be peaceful, pray and sing religious songs. 
• Each Mandir is dedicated to a god and inside 

will be a shrine to that god.  
• A murtis is a statue of God, a god or 

goddessesVedas are the ancient Hindu texts. 
They are kept safe in a special case 

• Offerings such as flowers, fruit, water, milk, 
nuts or sweets are made. 

• Incense (a nice smelling fragrance) is burned 
to make the temple feel special. 

• During worship Hindus chant the names of 
gods and goddesses. 

Christmas worship 
• Advent means “coming” or “arrival” and 

begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas 
Day and ends on Christmas Eve (December 
24th)  

• The colour of advent is purple, the colour of 
royalty to welcome the King (Jesus) and can 
be seen on the vestments of the clergy (robes 
of the ordained religious people) 

• During each Sunday of the Advent season, 
Christians focus on virtues that Jesus brings 
and light one of the four candles on the 
Advent wreath

• Please continue to support your child by reading with them each night and completing the weekly online MyMaths homework and spelling practice   
• As always, if you have any experience or knowledge of our topic or resources to share with us, please do let me know. 
Thank you for your support in advance, 
Emma  edodsworth@ashmed.lewisham.sch.uk

This half-term P.E will be 
on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 

The festival of 
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