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Dates for the diary

28th April: Y4 ‘Mother nature’
geography workshop (in school)
1st May: May Day (Bank Holiday)
School closed.
4th May: Y5 trip to Deptford Creek
8th May Year Six SATs week
11th May: Nursery trip to Deptford
Library
15th May: INSET day
(school closed to children)
18th May: Y5/6 Tennis Competition

24th April 2017

Attendance
We would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to families for helping
improve attendance last half-term. There was a huge
improvement with attendance reaching 99% on some days! We
really appreciate the effort that children and families are making.
Very sadly, last week our attendance fell from 96.7% to 94.9%.
However, today’s attendance is back to a brilliant 98% - let’s make
this term even better than last half-term.
The attendance ^igures for the last fortnight were:
Year 4M: 97.9%
Reception: 97.8%
Year 3: 97.6%
Year 6N: 97.3%
Year 6A: 95.8%
Year 4F: 95.2%
Year 5: 94.4%
Year 1: 94.3%

24th May: Y3/4 Tennis Competition
24th May: Y4F class assembly - 9am
25th May: Y2 trip to Cutty Sark
26th May: Parent Gym taster session 9am
26th May: Y6 trip to Greenwich Park
29th May - 2nd June
May half term break
5th June: Back to school (NO INSET)
8th June: INSET day
(school closed to children but open
as a polling station)
9th June: Nursery trip to Stepney
Green City Farm
9th June: Parent Gym starts - 6
sessions
14th June: Y2 class assembly - 9.10am
14th June: Y5 trip to Planetarium
16th June: KS1 Sports Day (in school)

Our new School Business Manager

We are delighted to welcome our new School
Business Manager, Liz Blakemore who joins
Ashmead today. Liz brings with her a wealth of
experience in both schools and ^inance, both as
an ex accountant and also from her previous job
as Head of Year in a secondary school.
We are sure you will join with us and make Liz
feel welcome at Ashmead.

Safeguarding update

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure
We are hoping to see some more sunshine now
we have entered the summer term so it’s time for
our annual reminder about appropriate summer
clothes and footwear that will enable your children to
enjoy the sun and outdoor play whilst also staying
safe.
Shoulders and upper arms should be covered children’s skin is particularly vulnerable to burning
so no vests, spaghetti straps or
strapless tops please.
Shoes need to have a back (not
^lip ^lops, backless Crocs or
Birkenstocks) so that children can
run and play safely without the hazard of
tripping.
Children also need to bring a named water bottle to
school every day so they can keep hydrated throughout
the day. Please do not put water bottles in book bags as
they often leak over books and ruin them!

24th April 2017

News from Nursery and Reception

This half term EYFS are excited to welcome Christy, who will be teaching Nursery whilst Ashleigh is on maternity
leave. A huge welcome also to our new Nursery starters who are busy settling in and already enjoying exploring the
environment. We look forward to ^inding out all about you! Both Nursery and Reception children returned after the
Easter break with an interest in gardening and growing. Lots of new plants have sprung up in our garden and we are
learning how to take care of them. Any donations of plants and seedlings for our garden would be greatly
appreciated. Reception are particularly interested in minibeasts and have become experts at identifying insects by
counting the legs and the body parts. We will soon have some stick insects in our classroom so that the children can
have a really close look at a type of insect that they would not normally see. We are already wondering what they
will eat and how they will move!
Josie Hall

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3

Welcome back to the summer term! We have all been
really impressed by the children’s home learning
over the Easter break and many of the children’s
projects and investigations have helped launch our
new topics.
Y1 have already been on their ^irst trip, to Greenwich
Ecology Park, to launch their ‘Green Fingers’ topic.
Y2 will be ^inding out all about Explorers this half
term and have changed their table names to the ^ive
oceans of the world - can YOU name them all? If you
can’t ask anyone in Y2! In Y3 the class will be
investigating what life was like in Ancient Greece and
thinking about how Ancient Greece has in^luenced
different cultures through time. We are really looking
forward to another exciting half term of learning!
Jane Bickley

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6

We've already made a fantastic start to the summer term
in Key Stage 2. It was wonderful to see all of the children
on Tuesday and I'd like to take a moment to comment on
how blown away all of the staff have been by the high
standard and consistency of home learning that has been
returned to school. It makes such a huge difference to the
learning we do in class and all of your support at home is
greatly valued. Each class, apart from 6A and 6N, have
also begun their new summer term topics and all of their
new and upcoming learning is highlighted as usual on
our topic webs.
The Year 6 children are currently in full swing preparing
for this year’s end of Key Stage 2 assessments and the
attitude and focus of all of the children is a credit to
them. They have already done us proud this year.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion news by
Faye Howard - Inclusion Leader

I hope you all had a good Easter break, we are already back into
the full swing of term. The Inclusion team spent some time last week looking at the progress of all our SEND
children and seeing how effective our interventions are, something we look at regularly and we then adjust those
where necessary.
I have also been busy working with our outside agencies, booking in appointments for children to see the SPLD
team, the Speech and Language therapist and Drumbeat outreach.
As always if you like to speak to me about your child’s individual needs please catch me in the playground before
school or email: ^howard@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
Faye Howard

What it is like to be a new governor at Ashmead?
Laura Jolly, Associate Governor
What is your role on the Ashmead Governing Body?
I am a member of the Resources committee, which includes a
focus on the school budget, staff structure, pay reviews and
health and safety. I am the link governor for Induction and Training and, like all other
governors, attend the full Governing Body meetings.
What made you want to join the Ashmead Governing Body?
I attended a presentation at work about recruiting volunteers to serve on school governing bodies. I was attracted
by the opportunity to gain Board-type strategic experience, to work with governors from a range of backgrounds,
industries and expertise, and to give back to the UK education system. I applied for a position and matched with
Ashmead who were looking for a prospective governor with a ^inancial background – I am a chartered accountant
working in Insurance and Financial Services.
How did you settle in to your new role?
The other governors and senior leadership were very welcoming and made me feel at ease to ask questions if there
was anything I did not understand. I do not have children at Ashmead so visiting the school during the school day is
useful to observe everything ‘in action’ and to give context to the discussions we have in the meetings.
What’s next?
The Resources Committee is focused on how government budget cuts could affect Ashmead’s budget over the next
few years, especially what we want to prioritise strategically if the budget is more constrained than expected. The
full Governing Body is also keeping watch over how the planned school expansion develops.

