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Y2 Phonics, Reading 
and Spelling 
Workshop 


October 13th 2016

How do we teach phonics in Year 2?

How does it build on what we have learnt in Year 1?

Phonics or Fonics? 
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�  In Year 1, the children were introduced to the ‘complex code’ 
where they learnt alternative spellings for the same phoneme, 
for example ‘ph’ as another way of writing/reading the ‘f’ 
sound. 

�  They will have also learnt how to spell, as well as read, high 
frequency words. The first 100 high frequency words and the 
next 200 high frequency words would have been given to you 
last year.  

Revising phase 5 
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Having a sound grasp of 
phonics is important but…..

We also learn to read by 
using whole word strategies.
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Introducing phase 6 
In Phase 6, children will learn about suffixes and prefixes:

�  Some accurate use of suffixes when adding –s or-es as the 
plural marker for nouns (dogs, wishes) and the third person 
singular plural for verbs (helping, helped, helper) 

� Words with suffixes where changes are needed to the root 
word 

�  Longer words formed by the addition of suffixes (including –
ment,-ness,-ful,-less,-ly) 

How to help at each stage 
�  Phase 5 – Play games/look in books, on signs etc to find 

different ways to write the same phoneme. Look at the 100 
high frequency words and try to notice them in books. 

�  Phase 6 – Keep reading with and to your child! Remind that 
whole words are rarely tricky, they just have ‘tricky bits’. 
In reading, hunt for digraphs/trigraphs instead of reading 
individual letters. Look at next 200 high frequency words.

� Weekly spellings are taken from the year 1 and 2 common 
exception words lists.
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Year 2 support 
�  In addition to supporting your 

child with reading and spelling 
words, also reinforce correct 
letter formation. 

�  Children at this age will begin to 
join letters. 

� A comfortable pencil grip is 
essential for good handwriting. 

Handwriting Focus 
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Guided reading 
�  In school your child will continue to read every week with the 

teacher plus other supplementary reading activities throughout 
the week. These daily sessions are known as ‘guided reading’.

�  The guided reading sessions with the teacher not only focus on 
word reading (using and applying their phonic knowledge) but 
also attitudes and dispositions (what did they like/think/notice), 
understanding, analysis and reasoning (inference, reading 
‘between the lines’) and retrieval and recording (retelling 
stories, recalling events etc.).   
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Reading at home 
�  In guided reading sessions the teacher will have a different focus 

each week and this will be communicated to you through the 
yellow book. 

�  Please continue to write in the yellow book whenever you read with 
your child. It is a great record of what we are all doing to guide 
your child on their reading journey. 

�  If your child gets ‘stuck’ there are different strategies that you can 
use to help them get going again, for example, reading ‘over’ the 
word and then going back, using other cues, e.g. pictures and 
context, breaking the word into syllables, etc. 
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http://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-blogs/news/1425 
 

New research flags importance of quality time reading as a family

September 2016
Our Time to Read campaign launches today, encouraging families to read 
together more - as research shows people are getting stuck in their 'bubbles'.
The research from BookTrust reveals that almost two-thirds of parents of 
primary school children worry about a lack of shared family time.

 
This is mainly down to the distractions of social media, technology 
and school homework, causing families to feel like they live separate 
lives under the same roof. 
 
In fact, nine out of ten parents want their family to have more quality time 
together - and finding time to read could be the answer.
  

Reading for pleasure 
�  The new National Curriculum (Sept 2014) states that children should be 

taught to: “develop pleasure in reading and a motivation to read”. 

�  This love of reading can be fostered and developed at home and school. 

�  We encourage the children to take home ‘enrichment’ books as well as 
those that they can read themselves. These are books that they have 
chosen for themselves that are probably above their own independent 
reading capability. Please share these books at home to help develop that 
love of books and reading and enrich your child’s vocabulary. 

�  ‘Drop everything and read’ sessions and book recommendations
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•  Children are given weekly spellings in their ‘Home spelling 
book’. 

•  6 common exception words, words which may not follow 
the usual spelling patterns  

Spellings in Year 2 

Using Bug Club 
�  Does your child use their Bug Club account? 

�  How do they get on with the comprehension questions? 

�  Did you know there are also other activities your child can do on Bug 
Club?  Have a look at the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
activities to support your child’s reading as well as other aspects of 
their literacy learning. 
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Read, read, read!  
“Every hour spent reading is an 
hour spent learning to write” – 
Robert Macfarlane

}  If you are not already a 
member of Lewisham Libraries, 
pick up an application form 
and map. 

Evaluations and contact 
Please let us know:

� Was this a useful session? 

� What else would you like to see included?

� Would you like us to put on any particular future parent 
workshops?

Contact us at: edodsworth@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk 


