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Remember, these questions are examples 
only and are not to be asked in sequence 
every time the child reads. Pick and choose 
depending on the text and how the child 
read. 

• Did you enjoy it?

• Did you have a favourite part or a part you 

didn’t like?

• Did you have a favourite character? 

• How do you think the character felt 

when...?

• Was the story happy, sad, scary, exciting etc? Why?

• Did the story end how you thought it would? Why?

• Why was the book called ......?

• Did you learn anything new from this book? 
!
Recording when you read with your child !
Each child has a reading journal where you can to record when and how your 
child reads. 

Reading with children makes a huge difference to their learning, understanding 
and comprehension of different texts. 

Little and often is better than a weekly longer session. 
!

Discussing the text

Don’t forget to register 
with Lewisham Libraries 

to give you access to 
many more books! 

HAPPY READING! 
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Recipe for success!

A pinch of interesting material,   
a cupful of calm,                        

a spoonful of encouragement     
= a happy reader!

Getting ready 
Talk about the book/comic/poem etc and how it looks. 

Ask: Why did you choose it? Who wrote it? What do you think it will be 
about? Have you read anything similar before? 

Remind your child about different ways they can work out words if 
they are stuck. They might sound out the words, use the pictures to 
help or what they already know about the characters or story.  

Before you start:  
Choose something suitable to read! Remember, reading is not just 
about sounding out so vary the types of things you read  to include 
story or information books, comics, magazines and poems.  

Sit in a quiet, comfortable place with the child. 

Remember reading should be enjoyable so have fun!


Top Tips for Volunteers

• Use plenty of praise and encouragement 
when your child is reading. 


• Stop at different times when reading and 
ask questions about the book/comic/poem 
etc. 


• If the child is not sure about a word, give 
them time to have a go by themselves.

• Don’t make the child sound out every 
word they are struggling with. Flow is 
important too as it helps understanding.


• Use the ‘knock, knock’ technique if they 
are struggling and need a ‘break’. Don’t 
forget to ‘knock knock’ them back in to 
the reading!

• Don’t push your child to read for too long if 
they seem tired. They key is enjoyment! 


• When they have read for a while (the time and 
amount will vary with each child), then 
discuss what they have read. See overleaf for 
ideas of what to say. 
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