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9th January 2017

Dates for the diary

13th Jan: Y2 trip to Museum of
London
20th Jan: Y4 Stone Age workshops
24th Jan: Y1 trip to London Zoo
27th Jan: Y3 Stone Age workshop
1st Feb: Y5 trip to Old Naval College
6th - 10th Feb: E-safety Week
13th - 17th Feb Half term break
20th - 22nd Feb: Y4M on school
journey to Wrotham
22nd - 24th Feb: Y4F on school
journey to Wrotham
1st March: Y1 class assembly - 9am
2nd March: 6N Black History walk in
London
3rd March: 6A Black History walk in
London
6th - 10th March: Book Week
9th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 6.00
10th March: Book character dressing
up day
14th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 7.30
22nd March: Y4M class assembly 9am
31st March: Last day of term
3rd - 17th April: Easter break
18th April: Children back at school

Parent-Teacher meetings

As you will see in the ‘Dates for the diary’ section opposite, we
have our Spring term Parent-Teacher meetings scheduled for 9th
and 14th March. These are a really important way to discuss how
your child is progressing at home and at school and we aim to
have 100% attendance at these meetings. We do appreciate your
attendance on these two afternoons/evenings so please do make
a note of the dates and look out for the appointment time sheets
that we send home nearer the time. If you do not return the form
on time or give us a requested appointment time then we will
give you a time slot, everyone’s time is precious so we do
appreciate your attendance at the given times. Thanks for your
support.

OPAL request!
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We hope you all had a lovely Christmas break,
you might even be thinking now about having
a clear out or an early Spring clean?
If so, please do consider donating any items
that are no longer used or useful to you.
These might be small items like bags, boxes or
cardboard tubes that might have been used
for Christmas wrapping.
However, we are also really keen to receive
larger items like guttering, pipes, tyres or
hoses so if you have or know
anyone who has access to
these items please do get in
touch!
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Thank you!

Safeguarding update

!As you will know from previous newsletters, we are always assessing and updating our
Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure

safeguarding procedures to ensure that children and adults in school are protected from
harm.

!One of the measures we have tightened up on recently is unsupervised adults entering

the school, particularly at the beginning and end of the school day. We ask that parents and carers do not enter the
school via the playground doors (e.g. into the corridor or through the classrooms) to use the toilet, collect lunch
boxes or go to the of`ice.

!If your child attends breakfast club then, from today, we will ask parents to drop their child at the of`ice and pay for

breakfast club there instead of having unsupervised access around school. We are sure you will understand our need
to keep the children safe at all times and we thank you for your understanding in regards to our safeguarding
measures.

News from Nursery and Reception

Happy New Year! It's been great to see all the children return so con`idently this week, full of news about their
holiday adventures and excited to see their friends! Reception have quickly shown a new interest in zoo animals and
have been exploring different ways that they can design and create them using a range of junk materials - we have
seen some really imaginative recycled creations! As keen learners of stories by heart they have begun revisiting an
old favourite ('Dear Zoo') and will be using it to inspire further learning this week. Nursery have been delighted to
share their Christmas experiences and have been expressing this via paintings, drawings
and clay sculptures - come and have a look at the display emerging in the classroom! We
are also very excited to be welcoming our new January starters into Nursery this week
and have been discussing ways that we can help them to settle and feel welcome!
Ashleigh Mugridge

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3

After a fantastic end to the year, we are rested and
ready to be back at school and carry on our exciting
learning journeys. It has been lovely to see all the
home learning projects that have come in to school in
the `irst week of term, keep them coming, we love to
celebrate your home learning. This term Y1 are
learning about ‘Amazing Africa’, Y2 are studying ‘The
Great Fire of London’ and Y3 are `inding out all about
how life was long, long ago in their Stone Age to Iron
Age topic. Year 1 have also started to take home
weekly spellings and they are feeling very grown up
with their new spelling
books so do remember to
check what the new spellings
are every Friday. Thanks for
your ongoing support with
your children’s learning.
Jane Bickley
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News from Y4, Y5 and Y6

All of the children have made a incredible start to 2017!
There was an excellent and impressive range of home
learning on show as well as lots of children completing
online My Maths and Bug Club home learning.
All of the children in Years 4-6 have also chosen a new
target for their writing and maths learning.
In maths, we are focused upon our use of multiplication,
which involves the incredibly important role of learning
and practising times tables at home all the way up to 12 x
12.
In writing, the children are now focusing on their use of
different sentence structures. The length and make up of
a sentence can hugely in`luence how we read them and
this is something which can be discussed when reading
at home each night: what is the impact of this sentence
upon the reader? Making this link between reading and
writing is incredibly powerful.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion news
Faye Howard - Inclusion Leader

Welcome back, I hope you all had a great Christmas. I am organising a parent workshop with the speci`ic learning
dif`iculty team about dyslexia. We buy into this service and it would be a shame to organise it and not have many
people attend. At this stage, I would be interested to know if parents would come and whether you would prefer a
morning or after school workshop. Please email me or catch me in the playground to share your views.

!Please also remember that our school speech and language therapist is in school on a Tuesday if you have any

concerns about your child in regard to their language development, please let me know if you would like to speak
to her.
As always, if you would like to meet with me to discuss your children's needs, please do not hesitate to contact me:
`howard@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
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