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Attendance

Dates for the diary

1st March: Y1 class assembly - 9am
2nd March: 6N Black History walk
3rd March: 6A Black History walk
6th - 10th March: Book Week
7th March: Author visit - Nick
Butterworth
9th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 6.00
10th March: Book character dressing
up day - !ictional book characters
13th March: Team GB athletes in
school
14th March: Author visit - Cliff
McNish
14th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 7.30
22nd March: Y4M class assembly 9am
24th March: PTA Spring Festival 3.30pm
31st March:‘Keeping it cool’ show in
school for Y4, Y5 and Y6
31st March: Last day of term.
3rd - 17th April: Easter break
18th April: Children back at school
18th April: Y1 trip to Greenwich
Ecology Park
1st May: May Day (Bank Holiday)
School closed.
3rd May: Nursery trip to National
Maritime Museum

27th February 2017

Many of the children, particularly our older children, have really taken
on the challenge of being in school every day and on time! Improving
attendance will remain a focus until at least the end of this year. On
Tuesday we are discussing it further with governors about how we can
improve attendance further. National \igures for primary schools in
2015-16 was 96.1%. Our school target is 97%. In the last fortnight our
overall school attendance was 93.3%.

!The attendance \igures for the last fortnight were:
Year 5: 98.6%
Year 4M: 97.8%
Year 6A: 96%
Year 1: 95.2%
Year 6N: 94.8%
Year 3: 94.8%
Year 2: 93.8%
Year 4F: 90.2%
Reception: 85.9%

PTA news

Supporting OPAL
We're excited to announce that the PTA has agreed
to support the school's OPAL (Outdoor Play and
Learning) project that aims to transform the way
children play and learn at Ashmead. The mud
kitchen is already set up in the playground but
there are loads more materials ready and waiting to
be introduced into playtime such as tyres and planks, guttering, kitchen
utensils, small world creatures etc., all designed to keep the children
engaged and active and improve their building, engineering, exploring
and design skills. Importantly, children and staff need somewhere they
can keep and access the materials easily. The PTA has agreed to fund
mobile storage that will survive any future building work.

!Spring Festival fundraiser

Now the daffodils are coming out it's time to turn our attention to
Spring and our next fundraiser. Please keep Friday March 24th free for
the Spring Festival which will take place after school in the playground.
We'll need donations of Spring themed homemade cakes, handmade
goods and Easter eggs (big and small) that will be used for the tombola.
Look out for the posters that will be going up soon and please join the
Ashmead PTA Facebook Group at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
AshmeadPTA/ where we post useful information and share ideas.
Ginny Sandringham - Ashmead PTA

Safeguarding update

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with
an appropriate measure
We have noticed that lots of our younger children
often have shoelaces undone and many are not sure
how to tie them independently. If your child wears shoes with shoelaces
please do teach them how to do them up or send them to school in
easier shoes, e.g. with velcro. We always try to remind children with
untied shoelaces to do them up so they don’t trip and hurt themselves.

27th February 2017

News from Nursery and Reception

Nursery have been particularly interested in the idea of visiting cafes and lots of role play has developed over the
week. The children have enjoyed writing orders and menus and we have been using salt dough to create our own
play food to add to the props the children have to continue this play further. To link to our interest in food we will
be following and writing instructions for how to make the perfect pancake batter and doing some tasting this week!
Reception have been motivated by the upcoming 'Mardi Gras' celebration they will be having this week and have
been enjoying creating masks and music for the festivities! They will also be learning about instruction writing
linked to this.
Thanks to all the Nursery parents and carers who helped make our trip last week to the Museum of London possible a great time had by all!
Ashleigh Mugridge

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6

It has been lovely to carry on our same topics this half term
as the children are really deepening their learning about
their class focus. Y1 children have made some great stories
based on African tales and published them as books and
have also made a link with a school in Africa. Y2 have learnt
so much whilst designing and creating their wooden houses
in preparation for the recreation of the Great Fire of London.
Watch out for photos on the blog when we set \ire to the
houses and see how quickly the \ire spreads, just as it did in
1666. In Y3 the children are continuing to learn about the
period from Stone Age to Iron Age and have done some
fantastic art projects to help them understand cave art. Keep
up the great learning everyone!
Jane Bickley

As you might have seen on the blog, Andy has been
off over the last week celebrating the birth of his
new baby boy, George. Congratulations Andy!
Meanwhile in school we have also been super
busy! Both Y4 classes had brilliant residential
school trips last week and arrived home tired,
muddy but happy! Y5 enjoyed a lovely trip out to
the Royal Naval College that complemented their in
school workshop last half term and consolidated
their learning about Ancient Greece. Y6 kicked off
a new topic this half term about civil rights and
will be going on a walk around London this week
to \ind out more about Black History.

Inclusion news by Faye Howard - Inclusion Leader

As well as being responsible for the SEND needs of children in the school, I am also responsible for attendance. This
is taking up a large part of my time at the moment as we really need to improve our overall \igures. I spent Thursday
morning with a Senior Attendance Of\ice from Lewisham discussing our whole school attendance. He has been
employed by the borough, mainly to start prosecutions of parents who fall into the "persistent absence" category.
We really do not want this to be happening to our families so we will be working very hard to improve our overall
attendance \igure, which is one of the worst in the borough.

!On a brighter note, I have been organising training for our Teaching Assistants with the Occupational Therapy

service and Educational Psychology Service. I am also looking forward to seeing parents at our upcoming ParentTeacher meetings. If you wish to see me, I am available on both days so either email me for an appointment time or
just pop into my room upstairs opposite 4M when you are in school for your meeting/s.

!We have some new faces around the school, three new temporary TAs: Frank, Harley and Raz (who we welcome
back). They will mainly be in Year 2, 3, 5 and 6.
!As always, if you wish to meet with me about your child's needs.
Please do not hesitate to contact me.
\howard@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
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Faye Howard!

Annual Governor Development Evening
Dean Johnstone - Chair of Governors

Every February governors meet to review the strategic work of the governing
body and evaluate our own work. As in previous years, we did a governor
skills analysis, to ensure that we have all of the necessary skills to robustly
hold the school to account and to support the school's strategic work.
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We also looked at how we can use our meeting time better. We strive to ensure that the quality of our
thinking and decision making is as good as it can be and draws on the varied experiences and knowledge
of all governors. We tried new methods which we will use in the future.
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We also reviewed the strategic priorities of the school: closing the gap for children from poorer families,
ensuring the school has sustainable \inances and bringing the 'loveable child' part of the school vision into
life. It was positive to see the work being done on all three areas and to discuss plans for the next stage of
development.
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