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Dates for the diary

23rd and 24th May: School Photos
24th May: Y4F class assembly - 9am
25th May: ‘Structured Conversations’
launch - 9am (invite only)
26th May: Parent Gym taster session 9am, all welcome
26th May: Y6 trip to Greenwich Park
29th May - 2nd June
May half term break
5th June: Back to school (NO INSET)
7th June: Y2 trip to Cutty Sark
8th June: INSET day
(school closed to children)
9th June: Nursery trip to Stepney
Green City Farm
9th June: Parent Gym starts - 6
sessions
14th June: Y2 class assembly - 9.10am
14th June: Y5 trip to Planetarium
16th June: KS1 Sports Day (in school)
Saturday 17th June: Summer Fair
19th June: Reception trip to
Woodlands Farm
20th June: Y5 singing at Royal Festival
hall - 7pm
23rd June: KS2 Sports Day at Ladywell
Arena
28th June: New Reception Parents’
Meeting - 2pm
30th June: EYFS Sports afternoon

22nd May 2017

Attendance

Our whole school attendance has improved again this week and over
the last fortnight it went up again to 97.3%.
Great work - keep it up!
The attendance [igures for the last fortnight were:
Year 6N: 99.2%
Year 2: 99%
Year 4F: 98.5%
Year 1: 98.3%
Year 3: 98%
Year 6A: 97.7%
Reception : 97.2%
Year 4M: 96.2%
Year 5: 95.8%

Parking reminder and CPZ
(Controlled Parking Zone)
As you may be aware, Ashmead Road will come
under a new Controlled Parking Zone in June.
This will mean that parents will NOT be able
to drive to school and park in Ashmead Road
between 9am and 5pm, which could make the
morning and afternoon drop off even trickier
than it is at the moment so we would like to
remind parents of our expectations.
Firstly, please consider walking to school with
your children if at all possible. It’s an easy way to put a bit of exercise
into your routine.
If this is not possible and there is no alternative but to drive you do
need to leave enough time to park safely outside the CPZ and walk
your child to school. Neither parking or stopping in front of the
school nor double-parking is acceptable. Doing either of these things
is very unsafe as it reduces visibility in the road for parents and
children that are crossing.
We would also appreciate parents being courteous to our neighbours
and not parking across or in driveways - we have had complaints
from Ashmead Road residents about this.

Safeguarding
Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure
Just a quick reminder about drop off in the
mornings; please ensure wherever possible
and especially with younger children, that you stay
with your child/children and ensure that they are supervised until
9am when teachers come to collect them for the day. Staff are busy
preparing for lessons at that time and so we need to ensure that
children are supervised and safe if they are in the playground slightly
before the start of the school day. We appreciate your support with
this, as ever. Thank you.

22nd May 2017

PTA Summer Fair - Saturday 17th June 11am - 2pm

Not long now until our annual Summer Fair! This year’s fair will be a Fiesta with Spanish
themed food, music, face painting, crafts and games. Do let the members of the PTA know if
you can help out or run a stall. We are also asking families to decorate a Jolly Fiesta Jar and
[ill it with sweets and party bag type toys. See Lou Hinchliffe for more information!

News from Nursery and Reception

We’ve had a great couple of weeks focusing on early science or ‘understanding the world’ in EYFS as part of
Ashmead science week. In Nursery, Christy has been busy showing the children some exciting experiments. Vinegar
and baking soda mixed together created an erupting volcano that made the children go “wow” and they were
fascinated by the oil and water that would not mix! What a great opportunity to observe closely and to practise
asking questions. In Reception we continue to look at the world around us and at living things in particular. Our
nature table is a constant source of curiosity and we have now counted seven different types of minibeast that live
there. At the moment our planning is being led by an interest in the book Beegu by Alexis Deacon. You may have
noticed that the children came home with their own mini Beegus. I hope that this has generated some talk about the
book at home. Let us know about any Beegu adventures you may have had!
Josie Hall

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3

In Years 1 - 3 we had a great time last week doing
different activities as part of Science week. Y1
investigated different plants in forest school and the
classroom, Y2 experimented using butter to emulate
blubber on penguins and how fat keeps them warm
and Y3 explored making parachutes using different
materials and testing each one to see which was
most suitable. Y2 have also been working really hard
doing SATs activities and we are looking forward to
sharing their wonderful writing with a moderator
from the Local Authority when we are moderated
after half term. Have a wonderful half term break
and we will see you on Monday 5th June.
Jane Bickley

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6

Last week was science week at Ashmead and all of the
classes enjoyed learning about scientists and how they
work. The children challenged the stereotypical view of a
scientist and considered how many different types of
science there really are.
The children in 4F have also been busy preparing for their
class assembly which is coming up this week whilst both
Andy and Nicole led a grammar workshop for all of the
Year 6 parents to see how well they would have coped
during last week's SATs tests.
All of the children have also continued to enjoy the OPAL
project and it has been wonderful for our staff to watch
such creative and imaginative play taking place.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion news by
Faye Howard - Inclusion Leader

As we approach the [inal week of this half term, teachers are busy
writing their reports and the teaching assistants will be spending
some time writing their intervention reports feed into the assessment process.
Our Educational Psychologist visited last week, she spent some time delivering training to our teaching assistants
about supporting children with English as an additional language especially those children who are new to the
country and come late to the UK school system. The TAs found it very useful and were given lots of practical ideas to
help them. After half term, Eva Tabatan, the outreach teacher from New Woodlands school will be delivering
workshops to all the Year 6 children to support with their transition to secondary school. Topics will cover What's
the difference?, Expectations, Keeping safe and ‘Getting it right’. Have a good half term break. As always if you like to
speak to me about your child’s individual needs please catch me in the playground before school or email:
[howard@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
Faye Howard

Safeguarding - governor work in keeping children safe
by Dean Johnstone,
Chair of Governors and Safeguarding Link Governor

Governors take child safety very seriously and have recently strengthened governor
knowledge and understanding around this topic. Prior to the February Governor
development evening all governors read the Government's key policy "Keeping Children Safe in Education". We then
discussed what this means for children at Ashmead. At a March Governor Meeting we had training on child
protection including looking at the signs and symptoms of main types of abuse. We also had useful discussions
about how the school tries to protect children. Governors also review school practices and have conducted several
visits this year focused on safeguarding, all of these are reported back at the governor meeting.
As governor link for safeguarding, I work with the Sean to review policies and make improvements where needed,
for example you may have seen the poster's around school signposting who you can speak to if you have a concern
about a child. Sean reports to full governors regularly on child safety, staff training on safeguarding and any changes
the school needs to make. It is clear that the school takes safeguarding seriously whilst being equally committed to
making improvements where needed.

