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Dates for the diary

15th Nov: OPAL meeting with Michael
Follett 9am
16th Nov: Open morning for
prospective Reception parents 9.30am
17th Nov: Nursery parent Cafe Letters and Sounds
18th Nov: Reception Parent cafe Phonics
17th and 18th Nov: Y6 performing
Macbeth at The Albany
23rd Nov: Y5 class assembly - 9.10am
25th Nov: Y6 out to Churchill War
Rooms and Y3 out to Chocolate
Museum
1st Dec: Open morning for prospective
Reception parents 9.30am
2nd Dec: Y1 trip to Science Museum
and Y4F trip to British Museum
6th Dec: Y5/6 parents’ online safety
talk 9am
6th Dec: Y4M trip to British Museum
Saturday 10th December
Christmas Fair
12th Dec: Y5 trip to Neasden Mandir
14th Dec: KS1 Production - 2.30pm
15th Dec: 9am: KS2 Christmas sing a
long and 2.30pm: EYFS Production
16th Dec: Christmas Jumper Day
21st Dec: Last day of term
3rd Jan: INSET day
(school closed to children)
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14th November 2016

Health and Safety - adults in school

As part of our safeguarding duty we have recently adjusted our
procedures regarding parents in school, e.g. if you come in to support
your child’s class on a trip we will get you to sign in or give you a
visitor’s sticker. It is really important that all adults, including parents,
are only in the building with the knowledge of (or direct supervision
of) the school and a sticker or ID lanyard will con[irm this. Our
relatively new entrance has helped make this adjustment. However,
sometimes parents ‘pop in’ via the back doors near the music hall, e.g.
to go to the toilet or check on lost property. Please do not do this. If you
need help please speak to a member of staff.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

OPAL information session for parents

As many of you will know from newsletters last year, we
are currently part of a project to develop play
experiences for the children. The project is called OPAL,
Outdoor Play and Learning and we are being advised on
the project by Michael Follett who is a play advisor and
Director of OPAL.
On Tuesday Michael will be in school to talk to parents
about the project and also meet with the working group
afterwards to discuss the development of the project. If you’d like to
[ind out more or hear ways you can support the OPAL project please do
come and join us on Tuesday at 9am. If you’d like more information
about the project before the meeting, this is a link to their website:
http://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk See you here!

Y5 and Y6 parent workshop:
e-safety

We have decided to put in this extra
workshop on 6th December, separate to our
usual e-safety week (which will be in the
Spring term) because it is an increasingly important issue - for our
older children in particular.
We think this is such a priority we would really like a parent/carer
from every family to attend.
As well as looking at how to keep children safe when using phones,
tablets and computers we will think about the educational bene[its and
risks of these devices. Keep a look out for a letter coming home soon.

Autumn leaves

One of the lovely features of our playground is all the trees we have,
however at this time of year Kristina, our premises of[icer, spends a lot
of time raking, sweeping and clearing leaves.
Despite spending many hours on this it is
almost a never ending battle so can we
remind everyone (parents and children) to
please take care in the playground. We try to
keep paths clear as best we can but please do
take care!

14th November 2016

News from Nursery and Reception

Nursery have been so excited to [inally visit Forest School and have enjoyed their weekly sessions
since returning after the half term. We have been so impressed with their independence in getting
themselves dressed in our Forest school clothes! Following the interests of the class over the last two
weeks has led us to explore many areas from transport to jungle animals and the children have loved
basing this exploration on a variety of familiar or new books (from Dear Zoo and the Naughty Bus to
Handa's Surprise and The Train Ride).
Reception have been motivated by potion making and enjoyed creating and writing spells and
recipes to go alongside bottles and jars of interesting looking concoctions! A recent interest in space
has also led them to use a range of non [iction texts to explore the topic and they have enjoyed discussing the key
features of these and [inding out more information.
Ashleigh Mugridge!

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3

We have had a busy start to this half term and it
has been really lovely to see so many home
learning projects coming in to school. The
children love to share their learning with their
classmates and we love to see their
interpretations about different topics so please
do keep bringing them in! The current topics in
our phase are: Can’t You Sleep Little Bear (Y1),
Festivals and Celebrations (Y2) and Fairtrade
(Y3).
On Friday, I was really
proud walking round the
school to see the children
showing our value of
Respect whilst they
observed two minutes
silence at 11am. Well done
everyone, we continue to be
proud of you every day.
Jane Bickley

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6

The children in Key Stage 2 have been
working incredibly hard in the [irst two
weeks of the half term and it was great to
see all of you for our [irst parents’ meetings
of the school year.
The children in Year 6 are busy preparing
to take part in this year's Shakespeare
Schools Festival at the Albany Theatre in
Deptford. Both classes will perform their
own version of Macbeth to a paying audience in a live and
professional theatre and are looking forward to this powerful
experience.
The KS2 children have also enjoyed the extension of our
school's OPAL project and it has been fantastic to see all of
the KS2 children displaying amazing levels of responsibility,
both in supporting the outdoor learning of younger children
but also in ensuring that all of our wonderful playground
resources are cared for. I'd like to say a big thank you to all of
them!
Andy McPartland

Inclusion update by Faye Howard Inclusion leader

It was great to meet with so many parents at the
parent’s meeting over the last two weeks. It really
does help when we can all meet to chat through a child’s dif[iculties and come up with a shared understanding and
ways forward. If you do have any concerns with your child’s learning or additional needs, as always, please don’t
hesitate to come and see me.
If your child has a diagnosis of ASD, please note that there are the following parent workshops available at
Drumbeat School, you can contact me if you would like to attend or book directly yourself at the school:
Developing Independence and Keeping Safe - Tuesday 22nd November 2016 - 10am-12pm.
Understanding Sensory Behaviours in ASD - Tuesday 6th December 2016 - 10am-12pm.
Faye Howard

Governor Update

As you know Lewisham Council is holding a 6 week informal
consultation regarding the proposal to expand Ashmead from 1 form of
entry (30 pupils per year), to 2 forms of entry (60 pupils per year) from
September 2017 onwards.
The consultation opened on Thursday 6th October and closes this
Thursday (17th November).
Thanks to those that came to the meeting about the proposed consultation on 2nd November and shared
their views. If you would like to give your views on the proposal for Ashmead to expand, this can be done
via the Lewisham Consultation Portal: http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/getinvolved/in[luence/Pages/
Consultations.aspx
Following the completion of this consultation, a report will be produced for the Lewisham Mayor and
Cabinet to consider people’s views before deciding whether to commence the statutory (formal) process
required to make a decision on whether to expand the school.

