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Dates for the diary

14th June: Y2 class assembly - 9.10am
14th June: Y5 trip to Planetarium
15th June: Y1 drumming workshop
(in school)
16th June: KS1 Sports afternoon 2pm
Saturday 17th June: Summer Fair
11am - 2pm
19th June: Reception trip to
Woodlands Farm and Y2 trip to
Dymchurch
20th June: Y5 singing at Royal Festival
hall all day plus an evening concert for
parents at 7pm

Attendance

Unfortunately our whole school attendance dropped again over the last
fortnight as it often does around holiday times… Our overall school
attendance was 95.4% down from 97.3% the fortnight before. Now we
are powering through the last half term of the year it would be great to
keep attendance high so your children can make the most of these Zinal
few weeks in school before the long summer holiday.
The attendance Zigures for the last fortnight were:
Year 6N: 98.4%
Year 6A: 98.3%
Year 2: 98.1%
Year 4F: 96.9%
Year 4M: 96.9%
Year 3: 95.7%
Year 1: 95.4%
Reception: 93.7%
Year 5: 92.3%

OPAL project

As you know, our amazing OPAL (Outdoor
Play and Learning) project is up and running
in our outdoor areas for the children at
21st June: Y3 trip to Kew Gardens
breaks and lunchtimes. We talk to the
children regularly about risks and hazards
23rd June: KS2 Sports Day at Ladywell and encourage them to take ‘calculated’ risks
Arena
in their play. You might have seen our ‘risk
beneZit’ posters around the playground? When a child takes a risk,
28th June: New Reception Parents’
their brain changes! Risky play develops the part of their brain in
Meeting - 2pm
charge of decision making. The only way
to learn making good decisions is to
30th June: EYFS Sports afternoon
practise making decisions. Bumps and
scrapes are the vivid feedback a child
4th July: Y4F trip to Science Museum
needs to improve their judgment!
Thankfully they’ll get better and their
6th July: Parent-Teacher meetings:
brain will have developed from the
3.50 - 6pm
experience! Let’s help build their brains!
11th July: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 7.30pm

!

Safeguarding

12th July: Y4M trip to Science
Museum
12th and 13th July: KS2 production 7pm
19th July: Y6 leavers’ trip
21st July: Leavers assembly (am) and
last day of term

Safeguard - to protect from harm or
damage with an appropriate measure
It is really important that we have up to date
contact details for all our parents and carers so
if your child becomes ill or we need to contact you
for any reason then we can do so! There should also be other
emergency contacts on your child’s Zile that we can call if we can’t
get hold of the primary contact. We will be updating our systems
regularly but in the meantime if you know you or one of your
emergency contacts has changed their numbers do please let us
know! Thanks.
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News from Nursery and Reception

EYFS have had a fantastic start to the new half term with a trip to Stepney Green farm for Nursery and lots of
amazing learning about beans and beanstalks in Reception. Look out for our Jack and the Beanstalk writing on
Tapestry this week!
We have noticed an on going interest in junk modelling across Nursery and Reception with children producing
some fantastic creations. We would really like to develop an area for this in our outdoor classroom but we need
your help! The children need a constant supply of new modelling material and especially enjoy working with tubes,
boxes and pots e.g. yoghurt pots. We want junk modelling to be part of our continuous provision outside and will
need new materials each week. Any donations would be greatly appreciated! We look forward to showing you all of
our amazing models.
Josie Hall

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3
We are all happy to be back at school for our Zinal
term for the year. We are excitedly learning about
our new topics and looking forward to some great
trips and experiences - Y3 are heading to Kew
Gardens to develop their learning about ‘Global
Gardens’ and Y2 have their big trip to the seaside to
enhance their understanding of coastal areas. Y1
have a drumming workshop to look forward to next
week and of course we have our KS1 Sports
afternoon this Friday and Y3 join Y4, 5 and 6 at
Ladywell next week. Busy times!
Jane Bickley

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6
The Zinal half term of the school year has been full of
fun and learning in key stage 2. The children in Year
4 have already begun learning lots about robots- and
how to design and make their own! Our year 5
children are in full rehearsals for their singing
festival in London and the children in year 6 have
also started rehearsing the Lion King which will be
their end of year production in July. This Saturday we
are also looking forward to the Summer Fair and,
hopefully, enjoying some more of the lovely weather.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion news by
Faye Howard - Inclusion Leader

Eva Tabatan, our outreach teacher from New Woodlands
school was here on Friday delivering workshops to Year 6 about the transition to secondary schools. The
children discussed their concerns and the things they were looking forward to. We hope they left the
workshops feeling more informed and that hopefully some of their worries are now alleviated.
We have Kremena Lee coming in this week from Drumbeat and she will be working with a few children
and adults in our school supporting additional needs.
I am also spending some time this week organising Sports Day which for Key Stage 2 is at the Ladywell
Arena on Friday 23rd June, I look forward to seeing many of you there. As always if you’d like to speak to
me about your child’s individual needs please catch me in the playground before school or email:
Zhoward@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
Faye Howard!

The Loveable Child
by Carolyn Mumby, associate governor
You are probably familiar with our vision that our Ashmead children leave us feeling
both loveable and capable. As Rachel Snow has written in this newsletter before, the
capable aspect is usually easier for people to grasp but the loveable is equally
important because alongside academic achievement it creates a foundation for self-conZidence and resilience.
A working group of governors (Rachel Snow, Fran Hunt, Jane Bickley and Carolyn Mumby) has focused on
further developing and communicating this. Building on the work of Edith Grotberg (“A guide to promoting
resilience in children”) we generated 3 ‘spider diagrams’ with the headings “I have” “I can” and “I am” with
each diagram containing 6 statements. Examples include children having opportunities to learn to do things
on their own as well as people who help when they are vulnerable. They include being kind to themselves and
proud of themselves, feeling conZident to give their ideas and opinions, and knowing how to persevere when
things are hard. We have now developed some resources based on solution focused coaching to help children
decide where they are currently and what might help them move further on in each of the 18 areas. Each
area is cross-referenced with the Ashmead values. This helps us to assess how successfully we are providing
for the children and enables us to have conversations to deepen the children’s understanding. We will be
sharing more with you over the coming months as we continue to pilot them in school.

