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Dates for the diary

13th Dec: Nursery and Reception trips
to The Albany to see ‘The Snail and the
Whale’
14th Dec: KS1 Production - 2.30pm
15th Dec: KS2 Christmas sing-a-long 9am
15th Dec: EYFS Production - 2.30pm
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12th December 2016

Thanks to everyone for the Christmas fair!

We had another hugely successful Christmas Fair on Saturday. The hall
and classrooms were packed with activities and children having fun
and getting in to the festive spirit. Some of the things on offer were
amazing rafQle prizes, a stall of home made goodies, the ever popular
money tree, a Secret Santa wrapping room, the rock shop, a Santa shoot
out, delicious food and drink and of course a visit from Santa himself!
Thanks to everyone who came along, all the parent/carer volunteers
who helped organise and run the fair and the members of staff who
also gave up they time on Saturday. The fair would not be possible
without you all so THANK YOU!

16th Dec: Christmas Jumper Day in
aid of Save the Children. Please bring
£1 minimum charity donation.
16th Dec: Christmas lunch for
children
20th Dec: Christmas Performance for
children by St John’s church
21st Dec: Last day of term
3rd Jan: INSET day
(school closed to children)
4th Jan: Children back to school

Ashmead football team - Blues triumph in debut performance!

!The Y3/4 Ashmead Football Club

(FC) successfully took to the Qield for
the Qirst time ever on Saturday for
two inter school matches.

!The squad, playing in Ashmead book-

bag blue, played valiantly in their
Qirst match but were outplayed by a
more experienced team from
Rathfern school and the Qinal score
was 5 - 0 to Rathfern. However,
thanks to exquisite teamwork,
Ashmead FC went onto to a 6-2
victory in their second match.
The crowd was jubilant.

!We are very proud of all the players (pictured) and would also like to thank Jack for coaching on Saturday, Ennis for

Monday coaching, and to all the parents, carers and siblings who came to support. Football club will continue in the
Spring term for Years 3&4 on Mondays and future squads will be picked from regular attendees.

12th December 2016

News from Nursery and Reception

2016 may be drawing to a close but there are still lots of exciting events to come at
Ashmead before we break up for the holiday! Both classes are extremely excited to be
heading to the Albany on Tuesday for a pre-Xmas treat that just so happens to be based on
one of our favourite books 'The Snail and the Whale'. On Thursday 15th at 2:30pm it is
our long awaited Christmas performance - we really hope you can all make it as the
children have been working so hard and cannot wait to share this year's story with you.
Please remember to send in your child's 'costume' (individually outlined by Josie for
Reception and a white top/t-shirt for Nursery) and ensure it is named. On behalf of all the
staff in EYFS, I'd like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3

As we hurtle towards the end of term
we continue to be busy and loving
our learning! Y1 had an exciting trip
to the Science Museum to consolidate
their learning about nocturnal
animals with a show called, ‘The Very
Sleepy Hedgehog’. Y2 have been
learning about lots of Festivals of
Light and they recently visited St John’s church and
learnt about the symbolism of the Christingle. Y3
followed up their trip to the Chocolate Museum with a
wonderful class assembly that showcased their learning
about Fairtrade this half term. We are also really
looking forward to our performances this week so we
will see you on Wednesday at 2.30pm (Y1 and Y2) and
on Thursday at 9am (Y3).
Jane Bickley

Ashleigh Mugridge

News from Y4, Y5
and Y6

It's been another busy few
weeks in Key Stage 2. Last
week, both Year 4 classes
visited the British Museum
to support their topic
learning this half term.
On Saturday, children from Year 3 and 4 competed in our
Qirst football tournament on Blackheath. We hope to have
many more successful Qixtures in the near future.
All of the children have also been working incredibly
hard with Maria and the team to prepare for our
Christmas sing along which will take place on Thursday
15th December in the large hall. We can't wait to see you
all there to add to the festive spirit!
Andy McPartland
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Governor News by Sharon Shrubsall Leaders’ Presentations

!

Earlier this half term, as part of the Curriculum and Achievement Committee we had a
range of presentations from some of the subject leaders’ and phase leaders’ in the
school, where they discussed their roles and work.

!As Inclusion Leader Faye explained that the focus for SEND is and has been on training of teachers on the new SEN
practice update, also on the code of practice as well as quality Qirst teaching. Faye explained that an external
specialist SENCO from another school had been in to Ashmead to observe the teaching across the school and gave
lots of positive feedback about the SEN practice here.

!Josie who is Science subject leader told us about the provision of science at Ashmead within the curriculum. She
discussed the provision of science through each year and talked about how she led the school’s application for
PSQM (Primary Science Quality Mark), which the school received, which is a huge accomplishment.

!Emma who is Computing subject leader spoke about mapping the provision of skills from Reception to year 6 and

how she supports teachers with planning. Having attended a training course for leaders in Computing assessment,
she feels conQident that the provision the school currently provides is very good.

!Andy who is Phase 2 leader (for years 4, 5 and 6) discussed his role and how he supports colleagues with planning

and conducts regular book looks as well as leading and attending internal and external moderation. Amongst other
things, he has implemented a grammar policy across the school, which has had a positive effect on the children and
is reQlected in year 6’s grammar and spelling results.

!Jane discussed her additional role as acting Phase 1 leader (for years 1, 2 and 3). She discussed the Y2 data, which

was strong and she spoke about the support she had provided the team, which included team teaching, supporting
with planning and helping teachers with key areas of development through mini observations.

!Governors found the presentations incredibly informative and would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
teaching staff for all their hard work giving the children of Ashmead an enjoyable and challenging learning
experience.
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